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(0OCoLC)70153759 Subject: Agricultural conservation -- United States -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . we found thatin 8
cases duplicate payments had occurred. NRCS officials acknowledged that duplicate payments had occurred in
4 of these cases but did not agree in the other 4 cases. Finally, NRCS officials stated the agency lacks a
comprehensive process to either preclude duplicate payments or identify them after a contract has been
awarded. Instead, these officials said that NRCS relies on the institutional knowledge of its field staff and the
records they keep as a guard against potential duplication. In light of these findings, we are recommending
that USDA direct NRCS to ( 1) review its state offices wildlife habitat assessment criteria to ensure consistency
with the agencys national guidance for developing these criteria; ( 2 ) include a reference to the national
guidance in its Conservation Programs Manual to emphasize the importance of this guidance; ( 3) establish a
comprehensive process to identify potential duplicate payments in the future, as well as such payments that
already may have been made under existing CSP contracts; and ( 4 ) take action to recover duplicate payments
already made. In commenting on a draft of this report, NRCS generally agreed with the findings and
recommendations and provided information on actions it has taken, is taking, or will take to implement them.
NRCSs comments are reprinted in appendix VIIl. NRCS also provided us with suggested technical corrections,
which we incorporated into this report as appropriate. We also provided a draft of this report to CBO and OMB
for review and comment. Their clarifying comments were incorporated into...
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