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illustrated. 1910 Excerpt: . . . eight cents a pound. At that time and since a gentleman of prominence in national
affairs succeeded in securing an amendment to the postal law that abolished the eight cent rate; we have paid
the higher rate, which has redounded very greatly to the interests of the express companies with which he was
affiliated. He has been since made a United States Senator. The President of the United States Express
Company, it is claimed, secured an interpretation from the Post Office Department of the word packet--the
word packet is supposed to be synonomous with the word package, and includes a piece of merchandise done
up so that it can be given to a customer and carried by him. The United States law requires a monopoly of the
Post Office Department, and prevents private competition with the Government function exercised through the
Post Office Department. As a consequence, the packages under the same conditions that were prescribed by the
Postal laws, were necessarily sent through the postal equipment, to the exclusion of private companies, so this
interpretation of packet was changed and the postal department construed it to mean several letters done up
together and tied with a string. That enabled the express companies to arrogate to themselves the distribution
of merchandise in small packages, four pounds and under, in weight. This law which related to the
transportation of merchandise of four pounds or under in weight, contains a provision that requires such
packages to be carried...
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