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illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . .. TRANSACTIONS OF THE CHICAGO PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY VoL. VI. JUNE 12, 1905.
No. 9. EXPERIMENTAL ARTHRITIS. -NORMAN MAC L. HARRIS. The results of research during the past few years
concerning the etiology of acute articular rheumatism have almost dispelled completely the two older theories
ascribing the cause to metabolic or neurotrophic disturbances, and have, although not entirely proving the
correctness of the microbic theory, done much to establish it by the accomplishment of something definite.
The-clinical features of the disease being to a great extent foreign to the purpose of this paper, a brief review of
the bacteriological phases of the question will alone be considered. The earlier researches of Mantel and others
have little or no value because of the very elementary technique in vogue at that time. In 1891 the French school
under Achalme brought apparently strong evidence to support their view that an anaerobic bacillus was the
cause of the disease. Time has shown the experiments to be worthless, inasmuch as the organism is now known
to be a saprophyte, possibly identical with Welchs B. aerogenes capsulatus. Achalme has since withdrawn his
former statements. Triboulet and his associates in 1898 cultivated from the joint-fluid of rheumatic cases a
certain diplococcus, which they believed to stand in causal relation to the disease. Their work received
corroboration at the hands of Westphal, Wassermann and Malkoff, who likewise isolated a diplococcus from a
fatal case of acute articular rheumatism and were successful in reproducing in...
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