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Lithia; With Complete Bibliography Is a new drug for the treatment of certain disease conditions heretofore
intractable. It is a new chemical salt of lithia and a laxative alkali; i. e., a combination resulting in a laxative salt
of lithia. Physical Properties. - It is a non-hydroscopic, granular salt of a whitish color, having a faint acid
reaction. It is readily diffusible and invariably of definite and uniform strength. It is agreeable to the stomach,
never causing any untoward symptoms, and it is not unpleasant to the taste, though very slightly bitter. It is
only partially soluble in cold water, but freely so in hot water, coloring the water a light yellowish brown.
Physiological Action. Circulation. - Owing to an impression produced upon the vagi, thialion, in therapeutic
doses, slows and lengthens the contractions of the heart, causing a slight fall in the pulse rate; while at the same
time its inhibitory action on the vaso-motor nerves lowers arterial tension and gives rise to a freer circulation
through the capillary system. In this it resembles somewhat the salts of potassium, but unlike them it never
causes depression of the cardiac muscle, and hence is always safe from a therapeutic standpoint. The
increased alkalinity of the blood, produced by its administration, promotes oxidation and indirectly stimulates
the functional activity of the glandular organs. Muscular and Nervous Systems. - Thialion increases the
assimilation and metamorphosis of nitrogenous materials, favoring the transformation of uric acid into urea,
and hence by freeing the system from the acid promotes a more energetic cellular action and influences
indirectly the muscular and nervous...
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