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Finance. Excerpt: . .. ns to whom such care would be provided. VA proposes that in the future, such care would
only be provided to disabled veterans. It also proposes that Congress repeal the requirement that VA maintain
nursing home care bed capacity at the 1998 levels. These four proposals would, according to VA, yield savings
and generate revenues exceeding 1. 8 billion, an amount that VA says would bridge the gap between what it
needs and what it asks for. Of course, the implementation of two of VAs proposals: increased management
efficiencies and increased collections under current legal authorities require no Congressional action. We will
expect in any and all cases that VA implement these changes. The question that remains, then, is this: will
Congress approve VAs cost-sharing proposals and its proposal to limit nursing home care to service-connected
veterans |, for one, will reserve judgment on that until | have heard all of the testimony. | do emphasize this,
however: | have been told that in the past, such proposals have been declared dead on arrival, perhaps even
before testimony was heard, and such proposals were finally analyzed. | do not intend to take that approach
with respect to these proposals or any other proposals. One of the advantages of new leadership in this
Committee is that proposals to do different things at VA should receive a fresh view, and | intend to consider
these proposals afresh. | intend, as well, to fairly consider alternatives to these proposals, including the
alternative that VA be provided more appropriated funds than it has requested. Unfortunately, | must...
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